
Auditors’ initial impressions and supervisor preferences significantly influence 
risk judgments in audits and mitigate biases associated with first impression

Impact of First Impressions and Supervisor 
Preferences on Auditor Risk Judgments

2 × 2 experiment involving 124 practicing auditors
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Positive (negative) first 
impressions are expected to 
decrease (increase) auditor 

objectivity

Positive (negative) first 
impressions are expected to 
cause auditors to become 

less (more) sensitive to 
misstatement risk

Preferences for audit 
e�ectiveness over e�ciency 

are hypothesized to lead 
auditors to adopt an 
analytical mindset

These factors are crucial
for comprehending
how auditors
approach risk
assessment and
judgment in the
auditing process

Auditors' initial 
perceptions of client 
personnel, known as first 
impressions, interact with 
supervisors' preferences 
for audit e�ectiveness or 
e�ciency

Impact on auditors' risk assessments

First impression
(Positive vs. negative) 

Supervisor preference 
(E�ciency vs. e�ectiveness)

Factors
manipulated:
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